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Youmay wish to include some or all of these points:
« the poem’s content — what it is about;
« the ideas the poet may have wanted us to think about;
« the mood or atmosphere of the poem;
« how it s written — words or phrases you find interesting, the way the poem is structured or
organised, and so on;
your response to the poem. [10)

Zero Hour

Tomorrow all the trains will stop
and we will be stranded. Cars
have already been immobilised

by the petrol wars, and sit
abandoned, along the roadsides.
‘The airports, for two days now,
are closed-off zones where dogs
congregate loudly on the runways.

To be in possession of a bicycle
is to risk your life. My neighbour,

a doctor, has somehow acquired a horse
and rides to his practice, a rifle

clearly visible beneath the reins,

it in front of the television

for each successive news bulletin

then reach for the whisky bottle

How long before the shelves are empty
in the supermarkets? The first riots
are raging as I write, and who

out there could have predicted

this sudden countdown to zero hour,
all the paraphernalia of our comfort
stamped obsolete¥, our memories
fighting to keep us sane and upright?

MATTHEW SWEENEY

*obsolete - no longer usefil
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