Wider Reading and Enrichment

YEAR 9
The Kids are Alright

(Mid)
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NCS is a volunteer programme for 16 and 17 year olds. Read the information below:
	TRY NEW THINGS AND HAVE A FEW LAUGHS

Sure, you could Netflix-binge your way through summer... but if you want to squeeze more out of the long break, get yourself on NCS. 

You’ll find us dotted all over the country, in various locations. In the first two weeks, you’ll wave goodbye to home for a taste of the independent life, living in our selected accommodation. It’ll be outside your local area but leave the logistics to us – we’ll get you there and back. For the last phase, it’s back home for a community project. 

You could be living it up in university halls, kipping under the stars in a festival-style wigwam, or maybe some new place we haven’t even discovered yet. It all depends on where your experience takes place – your local NCS team will be able to tell you the exact details.

In the first week, you’ll tickle your adventurous side. You might find yourself swinging from the high ropes, climbing impressive walls or building winning rafts. Phase 2 activities are all about getting life skills that set you up for the future (think money management, cooking, developing your public speaking...).  You’ll be feeling pretty fearless by this stage so when it comes to Phase 3, it won’t faze you that you’ll be in charge; helping to plan and bring to life a rewarding community project. Sound like a lot? Don’t worry, there’ll be plenty of down time to refresh and recharge.

In all, NCS lasts three to four weeks in summer. It’s broken up into different phases and for the first week, you’ll spend five days (that’s four nights) away. Same goes for week two, with two days back home in between. The last phase is either one or two weeks and that’s in your local community – so you’ll be reunited with your own bed each evening.

The food varies at each location and for each phase – there could be self-service canteens, or you might be getting your chef’s hat on in a university-style accommodation. Have any requirements? Vegan, halal, gluten free… you name it, we cater for it. Just let us know beforehand and we’ll be sure to keep your belly full. And hey, if you’re worried about what’ll be on the menu, why not make a little space in your suitcase for some snacks?!

Don’t panic, you can keep up with the outside world while on NCS. In fact we want you to share and shout about your experience! There will be times that we’ll ask you to leave your phone behind – like if you’re about to take the plunge into an outdoor activity – but apart from that, tap away. 

It’s important you feel comfortable from start to finish, so bring along whatever you need to feel at ease (within reason that is – we may not have room for your TV or drum kit). Even if you’re sleeping under the stars there’ll still be showers and places to get ready for your day ahead, so rest assured you’ll feel right at home.

Most accommodation for Phase 2 should have all the WiFi you need – along with plenty of sockets to keep your phone juiced up. How else could you tell the world how much fun you’re having?! Phase 1 varies depending on the location – not much wifi to be had if you’re on top of a mountain – but your local NCS team will be able to share more information on this.

If you’ve got a mate going on NCS, we’ll try our very best to get you booked onto the same programme. Just drop us an email to contact@wearencs.co.uk with their name, live chat us via our website or give us a call on 0800 197 8010. Our early summer programmes get booked up quickly, so picking a later date or being flexible will give you the best chance of going with a friend. Just remember, whether you come with your bestie or on your own, you’ll make loads of mates (we have hundreds of thousands of happy grads to prove it). 


Unlocking Vocabulary – find the definitions of the following words:

binge - ____________________________________________________________________________
logistics - __________________________________________________________________________

kip - ______________________________________________________________________________
faze - _____________________________________________________________________________

community - _______________________________________________________________________

flexible - ___________________________________________________________________________

varies - ____________________________________________________________________________
phases - ___________________________________________________________________________

Writing task:
Using the article above create a Leaflet or Fact File sheet on NCS. Be as creative as you can!
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Read the extract from The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde.

	Every afternoon, as they were coming home from school, the children used to go and play in the Giant’s garden.

It was a large, lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and there over the grass stood beautiful flowers like stars, and there were twelve peach trees that in the spring-time broke out into delicate blossoms of pink and pearl, and in the autumn bore rich fruit. The birds sat on the trees and sang so sweetly that the children used to stop their games in order to listen to them. ‘How happy we are here!’ they cried to each other.

One day the Giant came back. He had been to visit his friend the Cornish ogre and had stayed with him for seven years. After the seven years were over he had said all that he had to say, for his conversation was limited, and he determined to return to his own castle. When he arrived he saw the children playing in the garden.

‘What are you doing there?’ he cried in a very gruff voice, and the children ran away.

‘My own garden is my own garden,’ said the Giant; ‘anyone can understand that, and I will allow nobody to play in it but myself.’ So he built a high wall all round it, and put up a notice board.

TRESPASSERS WILL BE PROSECUTED.

He was a very selfish Giant.

The poor children had nowhere to play. They tried to play on the road, but the road was very dusty and full of hard stones, and they did not like it. They used to wander round the high wall when their lessons were over and talk about the beautiful garden inside. ‘How happy we were there,’ they said to each other.

Then the Spring came and all over the country there were little blossoms and little birds. Only in the garden of the Selfish Giant it was still winter. The birds did not care to sing in it as there were no children and the trees forgot to blossom. Once a beautiful flower put its head out from the grass but when it saw the notice-board it was so sorry for the children that it slipped back into the ground again and went off to sleep. The only people who were pleased were the Snow and the Frost.

‘Spring has forgotten this garden,’ they cried, ‘so we will live here all the year round.’ The Snow covered up the grass with her great white cloak and the Frost painted all the trees silver. Then they invited the North Wind to stay with them, and he came. He was wrapped in furs and he roared all day about the garden and blew the chimney pots down.

‘This is a delightful spot,’ he said, ‘we must ask the Hail to visit.’ So the Hail came. Every day for three hours he rattled on the roof of the castle till he broke most of the slates and then he ran round and round the garden as fast as he could go. He was dressed in grey, and his breath was like ice.


1. Write down seven adjectives that the author has used in the second paragraph.

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did the Giant make sure that the children could not get into the garden to play in it?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
3. Find and copy the quotation that proves the road was not suitable for playing on.
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did the words on his noticeboard mean?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
5. When Spring comes to the rest of the country, what happened to the birds, trees and flowers in the Giant’s garden?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
6. Find and copy the sentence that proves that the garden was covered in snow and ice.

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
7. How was the North Wind dressed?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
8. What damage was done to the Giant’s house?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
9. Explain how the author has made the weather sound as if it is real people.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Writing Task:

1. List 10 adjectives that you could use to describe the picture below.

2. Choose 5 adjectives and turn them into simple sentences.
3. Choose two of these sentences and make them complex.
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4. Write a descriptive paragraph about this picture:
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At the End of a School Day

It is the end of a school day 

and down the long drive

come bag-swinging, shouting children.

Deafened, the sky winces.

The sun gapes in surprise.

 

Suddenly the runners skid to a stop,

stand still and stare

at a small hedgehog

curled-up on the tarmac

like an old, frayed cricket ball.

 

A girl dumps her bag, tiptoes forward 

and gingerly, so gingerly

carries the creature

to the safety of a shady hedge.

Then steps back, watching.

 

Girl, children, sky and sun

hold their breath.

There is a silence,

a moment to remember

on this warm afternoon in June. 

Was Magee
1. Find examples of the following techniques in the poem:

	Technique
	Quotation

	Alliteration

	

	Personification

	

	Simile

	

	Repetition

	


2. Create PEA paragraphs to explain the effect of these techniques. One is done for you:
POINT  EVIDENCE  ANALYSE
The poet uses repetition to show how carefully the girl picks up the hedgehog: “and gingerly, so gingerly”. The word ‘gingerly’ makes me think she’s using her fingertips and is moving really slowly because she doesn’t want to hurt the animal. It’s like the poem pauses for a moment and everyone is holding their breath.
Now complete paragraphs for the other techniques:

Alliteration:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Personification:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Simile:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Writing task:

Think back to the first time you went somewhere new. It doesn’t have to be your first day at school. It could be your first day at a new club or the first time you went to an airport. Write a diary entry for that time.

Checklist:

· written in first person?

(
written informally (but still accurate English)?

· Used emotive language?

(
Written chronologically?

· Varied use of time adverbials and conjunctions? (yesterday, next week, then, before, after)

Look at this extract from Silas Marner, a Victorian story by George Eliot:

	Turning towards the hearth, where the two logs had fallen apart, and sent forth only a red uncertain glimmer, he seated himself on his fireside chair, and was stooping to push his logs together, when to his blurred vision it seemed as if there were gold on the floor in front of the hearth. Gold—his own gold—brought back to him as mysteriously as it had been taken away! He felt his
heart begin to beat violently, and for a few moments he was unable to stretch out his hand and grasp the restored treasure. The heap of gold seemed to glow and get larger beneath his agitated gaze. He leaned forward at last, and stretched forth his hand; but instead of the hard coin with the familiar resisting outline, his fingers encountered soft warm curls. In utter amazement Silas fell on his knees and bent his head low to examine the marvel; it was a sleeping child—a round, fair thing, with soft yellow rings all over its head. Could this be his little sister come back to him in a dream—his little sister whom he had carried about in his arms for a year before she died, when he was a small boy without shoes or stockings? That was the first thought that darted across Silas’s blank wonderment. Was it a dream? He rose to his feet again, pushed his logs together, and, throwing on some dried leaves and sticks, raised a flame. But the flame did not disperse the vision; it only lit up more distinctly the little round form of the child, and its shabby clothing. It was very much like his little sister. Silas sank into his chair powerless.


But there was a cry on the hearth: the child had awaked, and Marner stooped to lift it on his knee. It clung round his neck and burst louder and louder into that mingling of inarticulate cries with “mammy” by which little children express the bewilderment of waking. Silas pressed it to him, and almost unconsciously uttered sounds of hushing tenderness, while he bethought himself that some of his porridge, which had got cool by the dying fire, would do to feed the child with if it were only warmed up a little.

He had plenty to do through the next hour. The porridge, sweetened with some dry brown sugar from an old store which he had refrained from using for himself, stopped the cries of the little one, and made her lift her blue eyes with
a wide, quiet gaze at Silas as he put the spoon into her mouth. Presently she slipped from his knee and began to toddle about, but with a pretty stagger that made Silas jump up and follow her lest she should fall against anything that would hurt her. But she only fell in a sitting posture on the ground, and began to pull at her boots, looking up at him with a crying face as if the boots hurt her. He took her on his knee again, but it was some time before it occurred to Silas’s dull bachelor mind that the wet boots were the grievance, pressing on her warm ankles. He got them off with difficulty, and baby was at once happily occupied with the primary mystery of her own toes.
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Unlocking Vocabulary – find the definitions of the following words:

hearth -____________________________________________________________________________
glimmer - __________________________________________________________________________

restored - __________________________________________________________________________

agitated - __________________________________________________________________________

disperse - __________________________________________________________________________

shabby - ___________________________________________________________________________

inarticulate - _______________________________________________________________________

grievance - _________________________________________________________________________
1. What Marner think it is when he notices a shiny light on the floor?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. “Gold—his own gold—brought back to him as mysteriously as it had been taken away! He felt his heart begin to beat violently, and for a few moments he was unable to stretch out his hand and grasp the restored treasure.” Find three things which suggest Marner’s shock here.
3. What is it about the child that makes Marner think his gold has appeared?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What do we find out about the child from the first paragraph?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Marner sweetens the porridge with “some dry brown sugar from an old store which he had refrained from using for himself”. What two things does this suggest about Marner?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. In the last two paragraphs, how does the writer build the relationship between the child and Silas Marner?
	What the child does/needs
	How Marner reacts
	What it shows about their relationship?

	Wakes up
	Lifts her onto his knee
	He wants to comfort her rather than let her continue sitting on a cold floor

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Now write at two PEA paragraphs about their new relationship.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writing task:
Produce a newspaper article about the sudden appearance of the child.

Top Tips:

•
Use an eye-catching headline

•
Your first paragraph should cover the Who, What, When, Where and Why of what happened

•
Include quotation from witnesses

•
Include a picture if you can (you can draw or use an appropriate picture from the internet)
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Read the extract from an article written by a nanny, Monica Albelli:

	Confessions of a Nanny

Being a nanny – whether you're a Mary Poppins, a Nanny McPhee or a Mrs Doubtfire – is a very tricky job. You have to be liked by two opposing "teams" to which a "perfect" nanny means completely different things. "You must be kind, you must be witty, very sweet and fairly pretty … If you don't scold and dominate us, we will never give you cause to hate us" – this is how the children in Mary Poppins, Michael and Jane, want the newspaper ad for their nanny to read. Their father, Mr Banks, is keener on discipline. Mrs Banks seems to believe perfection lies somewhere in between that and the children's ideal.

I have always loved children and had a natural ability to connect with them with ease, no matter their gender, nationality or character. But when you're a nanny, kids come with parents. And parents come with problems, opinions and expectations of their own, often in conflict between themselves.

Lesley, a successful publisher, and Brian, a dentist, were Scots in their mid-40s. They worked long hours but seemed to love Therese, seven, Tom, nine, and William, 11. Their approach when it came to the kids' upbringing though was completely different from each other. Confident and motivated, Lesley believed her children's time should be spent doing homework, reading books or playing educational games. Brian, cheerful and laid back, wanted us to "just have fun". He asked me not to be strict with the kids, while Lesley kept pressuring me to turn them into responsible and hard-working individuals. I would arrive at their house to find a note from Brian, asking me to take

them to the park, and then receive a text from Lesley with a to-do list.

Lesley would often come home late to find the kids already asleep. "I'm not a good mum," she once confessed. "I'm actually a bit jealous. I think they are starting to like you more than they like me."

I reassured her that this was not true and that she was doing her best.

The kids and I had bonded. Once, as I was getting ready to leave, Tom curled around my leg, while Lesley tried to persuade him he had to let me go. They liked having me around so much that they started asking Brian if I could sleep over. Had we bonded too much?

Then things changed. Lesley seemed upset about something, and Brian was more and more absent. One day they told me they wouldn't be needing me anymore as they had decided to get an au pair, who could also help with the house. I knew that wasn't the real reason. They had, I realised, been asking me to become everything they weren't and, as soon as I started to achieve that, they felt threatened.

I tried to see it from their point of view. Being a nanny is difficult, but being a parent is even harder. Having a nanny is also hard. I remembered what a friend used to say whenever I shared my frustrations with her: "You care too much. It's just a job."

Should a nanny be indifferent, see herself as a doctor and treat all family members as her patients, being impartial and never getting emotionally involved? How can Mary Poppins be indifferent? She is cool and funny, strict at times, but always caring – the perfect nanny. But she is a fictional character, and so are Mr and Mrs Banks, and Michael and Jane.

Many dysfunctional families later, I have learned to care at the same time as keeping a distance, and that there is no such thing as the perfect family – or the perfect nanny.


1. What was the name of the oldest child that Monica Albelli looked after?
__________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which two groups of people is Monica Albelli referring to when she mentions "two opposing 'teams'"? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Look again at the first sentence: “Being a nanny – whether you're a Mary Poppins, a Nanny McPhee or a Mrs Doubtfire – is a very tricky job.”

a) What technique is shown in red?

__________________________________________________________________________________
b) Why do you think the writer has used these examples? Do these nannies have anything in common?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Leslie and Brian have different views on raising their children. Complete the table with evidence from the text:

	Leslie
	Brian

	believes her children's time should be spent doing homework, reading books or playing educational games.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


5. When Albelli is told she isn’t needed anymore because the family is getting an au pair, she says “I knew that wasn't the real reason”. Why does she think this? What could be the real reason?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Writing Task:

The government is proposing to make volunteering with young children compulsory for all 6- to 18-year-olds in order to help prepare them for the challenges of raising a family. You have been asked to give a speech to your local council to share your views on this proposal.
You can argue in favour or against this proposal.
Remember:

· Address your audience from the beginning – use ‘you’ and ‘we’

· Use an informal tone (but still accurate English)

· Order your ideas so the audience can follow – consider introducing each point you make: ‘Firstly, I’m going to talk about…’

· Use some of the techniques you know to keep their attention eg anecdotes, repetition

· Close your speech by summing up your main argument and thanking the audience for listening
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Read the extract from Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone:

	Nearly ten years had passed since the Dursleys had woken up to find their nephew on the front step, but Privet Drive had hardly changed at all. The sun rose on the same tidy front gardens and lit up the brass number four on the Dursleys' front door; it crept into their living room, which was almost exactly the same as it had been on the night when Mr. Dursley had seen that fateful news report about the owls. Only the photographs on the mantelpiece really showed how much time had passed. Ten years ago, there had been lots of pictures of what looked like a large pink beach ball wearing different-colored bonnets - but Dudley Dursley was no longer a baby, and now the photographs showed a large blonde boy riding his first bicycle, on a carousel at the fair, playing a computer game with his father, being hugged and kissed by his mother. The room held no sign at all that another boy lived in the house, too. 

Yet Harry Potter was still there, asleep at the moment, but not for long. His Aunt Petunia was awake and it was her shrill voice that made the first noise of the day.

"Up! Get up! Now!" 

Harry woke with a start. His aunt rapped on the door again. 

"Up!" she screeched. Harry heard her walking toward the kitchen and then the sound of the frying pan being put on the stove. He rolled onto his back and tried to remember the dream he had been having. It had been a good one. There had been a flying motorcycle in it. He had a funny feeling he'd had the same dream before. 

His aunt was back outside the door.

“Are you up yet?" she demanded. 

"Nearly," said Harry. 

"Well, get a move on, I want you to look after the bacon. And don't you dare let it burn, I want everything perfect on Duddy's birthday." 

Harry groaned. 

"What did you say?" his aunt snapped through the door. 

"Nothing, nothing . . ."

Dudley's birthday - how could he have forgotten? Harry got slowly out of bed and started looking for socks. He found a pair under his bed and, after pulling a spider off one of them, put them on. Harry was used to spiders, because the cupboard under the stairs was full of them, and that was where he slept. 

When he was dressed he went down the hall into the kitchen. The table was almost hidden beneath all Dudley's birthday presents. It looked as though Dudley had gotten the new computer he wanted, not to mention the second television and the racing bike. Exactly why Dudley wanted a racing bike was a mystery to Harry, as Dudley was very fat and hated exercise - unless of course it involved punching somebody. Dudley's favourite punching bag was Harry, but he couldn't often catch him. Harry didn't look it, but he was very fast. 

Perhaps it had something to do with living in a dark cupboard, but Harry had always been small and skinny for his age. He looked even smaller and skinnier than he really was because all he had to wear were old clothes of Dudley's, and Dudley was about four times bigger than he was. Harry had a thin face, knobbly knees, black hair, and bright green eyes. He wore round glasses held together with a lot of Scotch tape because of all the times Dudley had punched him on the nose. The only thing Harry liked about his own appearance was a very thin scar on his forehead that was shaped like a bolt of lightning. He had had it as long as he could remember, and the first question he could ever remember asking his Aunt Petunia was how he had gotten it.


1. Find the personification in the first paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What impression do you get of Aunt Petunia? Use a quotation to help explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Find all the adjectives that describe Harry’s appearance.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What do you think is meant by the ‘fateful news report’?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What language technique is used in Dudley’s full name?
__________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why does the author say Aunt Petunia’s voice is shrill? What impact does this have?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What type of person is Dudley? Justify your response using examples from the text.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Writing task:
Choose one of the following titles and write a short story of no more than two sides:

· Write about a time when you felt ashamed of yourself.

· The Interview.

· Write about a time when you broke something.

· The long walk home.

· A visit to the relatives.

· Write about an occasion when you appeared on stage.

· A Knock on the Door.

