
SPaG Samurai Training 
Grammar – Sentence Structure
1. Is it a main clause (in other words, does it make sense on its own)?

a) Heather enjoyed the party. 

b) Which is why everybody was late.

c) Max knew what to do.

d) When the sun shines.

e) Because of the distress caused. 

2. Identify whether these sentences are simple, compound or complex.

a) Ruby was asleep and so was Tommy.

b) This house is too expensive but that one is too small.

c) The protestors were angry.

d) Budget cuts had caused deprivation.

e) The protestors, who were campaigning against budget cuts, were angry.

3. Underline the subordinate clause.

a) Mickey, who liked building things, wanted to be an engineer.

b) While his parents were away, Archie decided to decorate the house.

c) Even after lots of practice, Devon still struggled to understand.

d) I decided not to go even though my friends begged me.

e) When Mattie jumped off the cliff face, she felt a surge of adrenaline.

4. Insert commas to separate the subordinate clause from the main clause.

a) Marina, despite feeling off-colour, threw herself into the carnival atmosphere.

b) Walking through the wood, he heard a noise that stopped him in his tracks. 

c) Jimmy, now that he’d recovered, was ready to go again.

d) Whenever he looked at the photograph of her, he felt a pang of regret.

e) The dress, made of delicate chiffon by a famous fashion designer, made everybody turn.
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1. Is it a main clause (in other words, does it make sense on its own)?

a) Heather enjoyed the party. 

b) Which is why everybody was late.

c) Max knew what to do.

d) When the sun shines.

e) Because of the distress caused. 

2. Identify whether these sentences are simple, compound or complex.

a) Ruby was asleep and so was Tommy. compound

b) This house is too expensive but that one is too small. compound

c) The protestors were angry. simple

d) Budget cuts had caused deprivation. simple

e) The protestors, who were campaigning against budget cuts, were angry. complex

3. Underline the subordinate clause.

a) Mickey, who liked building things, wanted to be an engineer.

b) While his parents were away, Archie decided to decorate the house.

c) Even after lots of practice, Devon still struggled to understand.

d) I decided not to go even though my friends begged me.

e) When Mattie jumped off the cliff face, she felt a surge of adrenaline.

4. Insert commas to separate the subordinate clause from the main clause.

a) Marina, despite feeling off-colour, threw herself into the carnival atmosphere.

b) Walking through the wood, he heard a noise that stopped him in his tracks. 

c) Jimmy, now that he’d recovered, was ready to go again.

d) Whenever he looked at the photograph of her, he felt a pang of regret.

e) The dress, made of delicate chiffon by a famous fashion designer, made everybody turn.


