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Week 1: Dark Secrets – Conspiracy Theories
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Questions 
1. What do conspiracy theorists believe was the motivation for the faking of the moon landings in 1969?


2. What do flat earthers think the world looks like?


3. What do conspiracy theorists believe happened to Avril Lavigne?


Extended Responses:
Why do you think people believe in conspiracy theories?
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you think there is any harm in conspiracy theories?
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Week 2: ‘Northern Lights’ by Philip Pullman 
‘Northern Lights’ is the first part in a trilogy which follows the story of Lyra, who travels between worlds to discover the secrets of her family and the universe. In this passage, Lyra, a young girl, and Pan, her daemon, are captured by strangers and then rescued. Daemons are creatures which have a special bond with the human they are connected to. A daemon can change its form and appear as a variety of different animals. 
Lyra tiptoed up to the hut and peeped in at the window. An old man was laboriously reading a picture-story paper and smoking a pipe, with his spaniel daemon curled up asleep on the table. As she looked, the man got up and brought a blackened kettle from the iron stove and poured some hot water into a cracked mug before settling back with his paper.  
"Should we ask him to let us in, Pan?" she whispered, but he was distracted; he was a bat, an owl, a wildcat again; she looked all round, catching his panic, and then saw them at the same time as he did: two men running at her, one from each side, the nearer holding a throwing net.  
Pan uttered a harsh scream and launched himself as a leopard at the closer man's daemon, a  savage-looking  fox,  bowling her backward  and  tangling with the man's legs. The man cursed and dodged aside, and Lyra darted past him toward the open spaces of the wharf. What she mustn't do was get boxed in a corner.  
Pan, an eagle now, swooped at her and cried, "Left! Left!"  
She swerved that way and saw a gap between the coal-spirit barrels and the end of a corrugated iron shed, and darted for it like a bullet. But those throwing nets!  
She heard a hiss in the air, and past her cheek something lashed and sharply stung, and loathsome tarred strings whipped across her face, her arms, her hands, and tangled and held her, and she fell, snarling and tearing and struggling in vain. 
"Pan! Pan!"  
But the fox daemon tore at the cat Pan, and Lyra felt the pain in her own flesh, and sobbed a great cry as she fell. One man was swiftly lashing cords around her, around her limbs, her throat, body, head, bundling her over and over on the wet ground. She was helpless, exactly like a fly being trussed by a spider. Poor hurt Pan was dragging himself toward her, with the fox daemon worrying his back, and he had no strength left to change, even. 
The whole world grew still as the man tying the net saw it too.  
Pan sat up and blinked, and then there was a soft thud, and the net man fell choking and gasping right across Lyra, who cried out in horror: that was blood gushing out of him!  
Running feet, and someone hauled the man away and  bent  over him;  then other hands lifted Lyra, a knife snicked and pulled and the net strings fell away one by one, and she tore them off, spitting, and hurled herself down to cuddle Pan.  
Kneeling, she twisted to look up at the newcomers. Three dark men, one armed with a bow, the others with knives; and as she turned, the bowman caught his breath.  
"That en't Lyra?"  
A familiar voice, but she couldn't place it till he stepped forward and the nearest light fell on his face and the hawk daemon on his shoulder. Then she had it. A gyptian! A real Oxford gyptian! 
 
Questions 
1. List the different forms Lyra’s daemon Pan takes. 
 
2. How does Lyra feel as she is captured? 
 
 
3. Who rescues Lyra at the end of the extract? 
 
4. What impression do you get of Lyra in this extract? Why? 
 

 
 
Vocabulary 
Match a word in bold to teach of the definitions. Memorise the words. 
	bound, trapped 
	with difficulty 
 
	quickly 
	horrible 





 
Your interpretations 
Complete the paragraph opening. Include short embedded quotations in your answer. 
The author creates an atmosphere of shock and confusion through _____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Week 3: ‘The History of Lego’






Questions
1. Why do you think the article starts with a rhetorical question?


2. Chose one of the subheadings in the text. Why did the author choose this and why is this effective?


3. How did Kristiansen settle on the name LEGO? Give two facts from the text.


4. What was the philosophy behind the LEGO System of Play? Why did Godtfred Kirk Kristiansen develop it?


Extended Response: 
One pupil wrote, “The author of the article seems to clearly appreciate the hard work ethic and business success of the LEGO company.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 4: ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime’ by Mark Haddon 
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ is a popular novel and play. It is narrated by Christopher Boone, a character who describes himself as “a mathematician with some behaviour difficulties”. Although Christopher’s condition is not stated, the blurb refers to high-functioning Autism, or Asperger’s Syndrome. In the novel, Christopher is investigating the murder of his neighbour’s dog.  
It was 7 minutes after midnight. The dog was lying on the grass in the middle of the lawn in front of Mrs Shears' house. Its eyes were closed. It looked as if it was running on its side, the way dogs run when they think they are chasing a cat in a dream. But the dog was not running or asleep. The dog was dead. There was a garden fork sticking out of the dog. The points of the fork must have gone all the way through the dog and into the ground because the fork had not fallen over. I decided that the dog was probably killed with the fork because I could not see any other wounds in the dog and I do not think you would stick a garden fork into a dog after it had died for some other reason, like a road accident. But I could not be certain about this. 
I went through Mrs Shears' gate, closing it behind me. I walked onto her lawn and knelt beside the dog. I put my hand on the muzzle of the dog. It was still warm. 
The dog was called Wellington. It belonged to Mrs Shears who was our friend. She lived on the opposite side of the road, two houses to the left. 
Wellington was a poodle. Not one of the small poodles that have hairstyles but a big poodle. It had curly black fur, but when you got close you could see that the skin underneath the fur was a very pale yellow, like chicken. 
I stroked Wellington and wondered who had killed him, and why.  
*** 
My name is Christopher John Francis Boone. I know all the countries of the world and their capital cities and every prime number up to 7,057. 
Eight years ago, when I first met Siobhan, she showed me this picture 
[image: ] 
and I knew that it meant 'sad,' which is what I felt when I found the dead dog. Then she showed me this picture 
[image: ] 
and I knew that it meant 'happy', like when I'm reading about the Apollo space missions, or when I am still awake at 3 am or 4 am in the morning and I can walk up and down the street and pretend that I am the only person in the whole world. 
Then she drew some other pictures 
[image: ] 
but I was unable to say what these meant. 
I got Siobhan to draw lots of these faces and then write down next to them exactly what they meant. I kept the piece the piece of paper in my pocket and took it out when I didn't understand what someone was saying. But it was very difficult to decide which of the diagrams was most like the face they were making because people's faces move very quickly. 
When I told Siobhan that I was doing this, she got out a pencil and another piece of paper and said it probably made people feel very 
[image: ] 
and then she laughed. So I tore the original piece of paper up and threw it away. And Siobhan apologised. And now if I don't know what someone is saying I ask them what they mean or I walk away. 
*** 
I pulled the fork out of the dog and lifted him into my arms and hugged him. He was leaking blood from the fork-holes. 
I like dogs. You always know what a dog is thinking. It has four moods. Happy, sad, cross and concentrating. Also, dogs are faithful and they do not tell lies because they cannot talk. 
I had been hugging the dog for 4 minutes when I heard screaming. I looked up and saw Mrs Shears running towards me from the patio. She was wearing pyjamas and a housecoat. Her toenails were painted bright pink and she had no shoes on. 
 
Questions 
1. What does Christopher see from his window and how does he describe it? 
 
 
 
2. Who do you think Siobhan is? How does she try to help Christopher? 
 
 
 
 
3. List four talents Christopher seems to have in this extract. 
 
 
 
 
4. Explain one thing Christopher finds challenging.  
 
 
5. What do you think Mrs Shears is thinking when she runs towards Christopher?  



6. The author, Mark Haddon, decided to use simple, straight-forward vocabulary in this novel. Why do you think this might be? 

 
Your interpretations 
Complete the paragraph opening.  
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ is an important book for Year 10 students to read because ______________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Week 5: ‘Boat, Bus or Box’
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Questions
1. Why might the author begin the article by questioning the reader about their school experience?


2. Create a list of the reasons the author gives for needing an alterative to a school building.


3. How does the author depict first-world education as different from education in the developing world?


4. How does the author show us that platform schools have been successful?


Extended Response:
Why is education seen as important throughout the world?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Week 6: ‘The Power’ by Naomi Alderman 
In ‘The Power’, females have developed the power to electrocute others. The world quickly develops into a system where women have control over men. In this extract, Margot talks to her daughter Jos about her new special abilities. 
Jos frowns. ‘Plenty of girls started it before I did. It was. . . it was kinda funny. . . when it started, like static electricity.’ 
Static electricity. What was it, you combed your hair and stuck a balloon to it? An activity for bored six-year-olds at birthday parties. 
‘It was this funny, crazy thing girls were doing. There were secret videos online. How to do tricks with it.’ 
It’s this exact moment, yes, when any secret you have from your parents becomes precious. Anything you know that they’ve never heard of. 
How did you. . . how did you learn to do it? 
Jos says, ‘I don’t know. I just felt I could do it, OK . It’s like a sort of... twist.’ 
‘Why didn’t you say anything? Why didn’t you tell me?’ 
She looks through the window to the lawn. Beyond the high back fence, men and women with cameras are already gathering. ‘I don’t know.’ 
Margot remembers trying to talk to her own mother about boys or the stuff that happened at parties. About how far was too far, where a boy’s hand should stop. She remembers the absolute impossibility of those conversations. 
‘Show me.’ 
Jos narrows her eyes. ‘I can’t. . . I’d hurt you.’ 
‘Have you been practising? Can you control it well enough so you know you wouldn’t kill me, or give me a fit?’ 
Jos takes a deep breath. Puffs her cheeks out. Lets the breath out slowly. ‘Yes.’ 
Her mother nods. This is the girl she knows: conscientious and serious. Still Jos. ‘Then show me.’ 
‘I can’t control it well enough for it not to hurt, OK?’ 
‘How much will it hurt?’ 
Jos splays her fingers wide, looks at her palms. ‘Mine comes and goes. Sometimes it’s strong, sometimes it’s nothing.’ 
Margot presses her lips together. ‘OK.’ 
Jos extends her hand, then pulls it back. ‘I don’t want to.’ 
There was a time when every crevice of this child’s body was Margot’s to clean and care for. It is not OK with her not to know her own child’s strength. ‘No more secrets. Show me.’ 
Jos is near to tears. She places her forefinger and her middle finger on her mother’s arm. Margot waits to see Jos do something; hold her breath, or wrinkle her brow, or show exertion in the muscles of her arm, but there’s nothing. Only the pain. 
From the place on her forearm where Jos is touching her, it starts as a dull bone-ache. The flu, travelling through the muscles and joints. It deepens. Something is cracking her bone, twisting it, bending it, and she wants to tell Jos to stop but she can’t open her mouth. It burrows through the bone like it’s splintering apart from the inside; she can’t stop herself seeing a tumour, a solid, sticky lump bursting out through the marrow of her arm, splitting the ulna and the radius to sharp fragments. She feels sick. She wants to cry out. The pain radiates across her arm and, nauseatingly, through her body. There’s not a part of her it hasn’t touched now; she feels it echo in her head and down her spine, across her back, around her throat and out, spreading across her collarbone. 
The collarbone. It has only been a few seconds, but the moments have elongated. Only pain can bring such attention to the body; this is how Margot notices the answering echo in her chest. Among the forests and mountains of pain, a chiming note along her collarbone. Like answering to like. 
There is a tingling feeling in her chest and arms and hands. Like a dead arm, waking up. The pain is not gone now, but it is irrelevant. Something else is happening. Instinctively, she digs her hands into Jocelyn’s patchwork comforter. She smells the scent of the beech trees of her childhood home, as if she were back beneath their woody protection, their musk of old timber and wet loam. 
When she opens her eyes, there is a pattern around each of her hands. Concentric circles, light and dark, light and dark, burned into the comforter where her hands clutched it. And she knows, she felt that twist, and she remembers that maybe she has always known it and it has always belonged to her. Hers to cup in her hand. Hers to command to strike. 
‘Oh God,’ she says. ‘Oh God.’ 
 
Questions 
1. What secret did Jos keep from her mother? 
 
 
2. Why do you think men and women with cameras are gathering on the lawn? 
 
 
 
3. What does Margot want her daughter to do? 
 
 
4. How does Margot describe the pain? 
 
 
5. What do you think might be happening to Margot at the end of the extract? 
 
Vocabulary 
	emits, releases 
	feeling sick 
 
	getting longer 
	unconnected, 
unrelated 
 
 

	hard physical work 
	mature, thoughtful 
	soil, 
earth 
 
 
	core, centre 


Your interpretations 
Complete the paragraph openings. Include short quotations in your answer. 
The author powerfully describes the pain of her daughter’s powers in ___________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
However, there is also a suggestion of excitement at the end of the extract because _______________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Week 7: Social Distancing
[image: ]


[image: ]








Questions

1. Why is social distancing important when infectious disease breaks out?



2. Why is it particularly difficult to stop the spread of COVID-19?


3. What is the origin of the word ‘Quarantine’? 


4. Why were the Apollo 11 astronauts kept in quarantine when they returned to Earth?



Extended Response:
How would you encourage young people to stay at home and maintain social distancing? Write a short speech.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Think building bricks, think minifigures, think the
world's most popular construction toy and what
do you imagine? Probably LEGO. It's so famous you
may think it has always been a huge toy business.
But the history of one of the world's most famous
toysis actually quite surprising. It reads like the old
fairy-tale The Elves and the Shoemaker. There's a
carpenter, aworkshop and a failing business.

Beginnings

LEGO's start came in 1916 when the Danish carpenter
Ole Kirk Kristiansen purchased a woodwork workshop
in Billund, a small Danish town. His initial business was
geared towards building houses and furniture but, with
the worldwide Great Depression in the early 1930,
Kristiansen had to rethink his business plan. With his
workshop in danger of closing, Ole Kirk Kristiansen
turned to making a range of toys suitable for young.
children. The toys at this time were nothing like the
LEGO blocks we know today. They included wooden
building blocks with alphabet letters on them, wooden
yo-yos and hand-painted pull-along toys. These were
all manufactured and painted to a very high standard
of quality. When Denmark was occupied by Germany in
1940, the use of metal and rubber in toys was banned
as it was needed for the war effort, the company’s

wooden toys became even more popular as a result.

In1947, after the Second World War had ended, Ole Kirk
purchased a plastic injection-moulding machine from a
British manufacturer. This was a huge investment as
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it cost DKK 30,000 (1/15 of the company's earnings for
the year). Although plastic toys were expensive to
produce, the ability to use plastic technology allowed
for greater detail in the design. Colourful cars, trucks
and tractors became very popular, as did younger
children's plastic rattles.

The LEGO name came about in 1934. Ole Kirk
Kristiansen ran a competition amongst his
workers to find a name for his toy company.
He offered a bottle of wine s a prize but won it
himself when he settled on the name LEGO. The
name came from the shortening of two Danish
words ‘LEg Godt' which means ‘Play Well. The
founder later discovered that lego is also a Latin
verb meaning to assemble’ or ‘to put together.
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Building with Bricks

But what of the most famous LEGO toy of all? What
of the bricks? The first LEGO bricks were produced in
1949. At that time, they were called “Automatic Binding.
Bricks" and, although they had the trademark studs on
the tops, they were hollow and had slits down the sides
for the placement of windows and doors. This range
was renamed and called LEGO Mursten (Bricks)in 1953.

In 1954 Godtfred Kirk Kristiansen (the son of Ole Kirk
Kristiansen) returned from a toy fair in Britain with new
ideas. Discussing toys with a colleague, he realised that
there was no system of play in the to industry. Looking
around the toys produced by his own company, G K
Kristiansen realised that the LEGO brick was probably
the perfecttoy to build into a syste’ The LEGO system
he developed was a creation in which every element
could connect to every other element. He wanted to
create ‘a toy that prepares the child for life, appeals
to the imagination, and develops the creative urge
and joy of creation that are the driving force in every
human being:’

19 billion LEGO bricks are produced worldwide
every year. That's 36,000 every minute!
Information from The LEGO book by Daniel
Lipkowitz.

Asystem for Play?

By 1955, the LEGO System of Play had launched with the
Town Plan range of construction sets. These included
everything children needed to create their own town
centre. There were street boards, people, cars and
building blocks for houses and shops (allin red, white
and blue). The first boards to set the town on were soft
plastic but this changed to wooden fibreboard in 1956.
At this point though the people, trees, signs and cars
were made from pre-molded plastic rather than the
LEGO blocks and mini-figures we find in sets today.

Tools.

One of the things that has made LEGO so appealing to
children and parents has been the ease of construction
with any of its materials. The strict design guidelines
under which LEGO created its first System of Play has
ensured that the system has never been bettered.
Godtfred Kirk Kristiansen had realised that the bricks
needed to lock together as firmly as possible to create
solid and stable models. The company then spent
several years developing different ways to improve on
the brick's initial ‘clutch power. By adding tubes to the
underside of the initially hollow design, the company
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created a brick with a perfect three-point connection
with the studs of the next block below. They looked
at blocks with crosses on the underside, and two
tube connections but settled in the end on the three
connection tubes for every 2-by-4 stud block.

Part of the appeal of LEGO is the fact that it can
be puttogetherinso many ways. The possibilities
are truly staggering. If you have two eight-stud
LEGO bricks you can already combine these in
an impressive 24 ways. Add one more brick and
the possibilities g0 up to 1,060. If you have six
eight-stud LEGO bricks, you can combine them
in an astounding 915,103,765 ways!

Information from The LEGO book by Daniel
Lipkowitz

The LEGO brick, designed in 1957, had a patent applied
for on January 28th, 1958. This patent has now been
registered in over 33 countries worldwide. Even though
LEGO bricks are manufactured in hundreds of different
shapes and sizes now, they are all stil designed to
connect to one of the original 2 stud by 4 stud bricks.
How many other toys do you know that can still make
use of additional pieces that are sixty years old?

From humble beginnings as a carpentry workshop,
LEGO has grown and grown to become one of the
worlds leading manufacturers of toys. Perhaps part

of ts success comes down to the founder's philosophy
that ‘Only the best is good enough’. There have been
toys for babies, ranges for girls, board games, movie
tie-ins, and films and television series devoted to LEGO.
The company is a testament to good design, practicality
and adaptability.Just think - you could get a new LEGO.
set for your birthday and connect it to old LEGO you
have at home, some of which might have been played
with by your grand-parents!

Tools.

You don't have to be big to be amazing. The
LEGO minifigure has been around since 1978
and, at 1 % inches tall, has become one of the
most popular toys ever. There are now over
2500 different characters. The smallest of all?
The 2002 production of Yoda began a tradition
of creating shorter legged figures. These have
since included goblins and other characters
from films.
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created a brick with a perfect three-point connection
with the studs of the next block below. They looked
at blocks with crosses on the underside, and two
tube connections but settled in the end on the three
connection tubes for every 2-by-4 stud block.

Part of the appeal of LEGO is the fact that it can
be puttogetherinso many ways. The possibilities
are truly staggering. If you have two eight-stud
LEGO bricks you can already combine these in
an impressive 24 ways. Add one more brick and
the possibilities g0 up to 1,060. If you have six
eight-stud LEGO bricks, you can combine them
in an astounding 915,103,765 ways!

Information from The LEGO book by Daniel
Lipkowitz

The LEGO brick, designed in 1957, had a patent applied
for on January 28th, 1958. This patent has now been
registered in over 33 countries worldwide. Even though
LEGO bricks are manufactured in hundreds of different
shapes and sizes now, they are all stil designed to
connect to one of the original 2 stud by 4 stud bricks.
How many other toys do you know that can still make
use of additional pieces that are sixty years old?

From humble beginnings as a carpentry workshop,
LEGO has grown and grown to become one of the
worlds leading manufacturers of toys. Perhaps part

of ts success comes down to the founder's philosophy
that ‘Only the best is good enough’. There have been
toys for babies, ranges for girls, board games, movie
tie-ins, and films and television series devoted to LEGO.
The company is a testament to good design, practicality
and adaptability.Just think - you could get a new LEGO.
set for your birthday and connect it to old LEGO you
have at home, some of which might have been played
with by your grand-parents!
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You don't have to be big to be amazing. The
LEGO minifigure has been around since 1978
and, at 1 % inches tall, has become one of the
most popular toys ever. There are now over
2500 different characters. The smallest of all?
The 2002 production of Yoda began a tradition
of creating shorter legged figures. These have
since included goblins and other characters
from films.
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Boat, Bus or Box -
Schools of the World

When you got up this morning, you more than likely
prepared yourself for a day at school. A school with
brick walls and large windows, classrooms and

ions of pupils around the world,
their education does not come in a red brick and
whiteboard package. It comes as a bus or a boat
or an aeroplane of supplies. Their education might
take place in a forest, a cave or a refugee camp.
‘They might learn using the most up to date mobile
and internet technology or be educated without
pens and paper. In a tent. The reasons for this
are myriad - they might live in a warzone or have
experienced a natural disaster or live in poverty in
one of the world's largest slums. They might live

would normally take place. Here are a few stories

from the real world of education!

Education - For Everyone
Infirstworld countries, educationis seen asa rightto be
enjoyed by allchildren and young adults. In many areas
of the world however, this is not the case. Education
in much of the developing world is the privilege
of the wealthy and families must make great sacrifices
to send their children to school. Fortunately, in an
effort to ensure that all the world's children are able
to gain some level of education, charities are set up to
help children and their parents when circumstances
are difficult.

India has more street children than any other country.
Hundreds of these children live, beg and work around
train stations in the countrys busy cities. In 1985,
Inderjit Khurana, a teacher from Bhubanaswar, could
ignore the children no longer. She decided to try to
help those young people making a living from the
busy commuter traffic. The children rely on begging
and selling things in those few short minutes as the
trains pull into the stations. Khurana realised that,
other than when trains arrived, the children were just
waiting around on the platforms. She decided to take
advantage of these times. She began with storybook
sessions, inviting children to join her in reading stories
in between the trains' arrivals. Soon the children
wanted to learn to read the stories she told them by
themselves and school became a daily occurrence.
Beginning with eleven students, Khurana now has a
foundation that runs twelve platform schools, has job
training schemes for older pupils and has helped over
6000 children.

In Cambodia the situation s similar. Cambodia actually
has a fully public education system, meaning that
education for all should be free. Often students cannot
afford books and uniform however, or they may be
asked to subsidise the teachers salaries because they
are paid 0 poorly. This puts education far out of reach
for many young people. Often families also need their
children working to earn moneyand cannot spare them
for education. This s the case in the huge slum of Stung
Mean Chey. Here, more than 10,000 people live beside
thecity dump and work there collecting discarded items
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that can be recycled. Collecting aluminium cans and
other items, they can earn the equivalent of about one
US dollar a day. Children can generally not be spared
from garbage picking duties to attend school. Phymean
Noun decided to do something to help the children
from this area and set up a free school with financial
aid from Cambodian communities living abroad. The
school provides dlasses, uniform and supplies for
free and helps train students for later employment.
To convince parents to allow their children to attend,
the school offers free rice and a monthly allowance to
families if their children stay in school.

Learning - In a Cave?

In the early 20005 the spotlight was placed on a
highly unusual school in the rural southwestern
area of China. Dongzhong was a village made
Up of Mizo people, an ethnic minority in China.
The village and school were unusual because
they were in a cave! They were probably the last
known people to live in a cave throughout the
year in China. Education, and life in general, was
hard there. No teachers wanted to work in the
area as there was no electricity or running water.
The school had very few supplies and no money
but the villagers had done their best to create
suitable working environment for their children.
They made a proper floor and roof and the
walls of the school area were made of a woven
bamboo. Birds and bats flew over the heads of
the scholars as they worked.

With the publicity surrounding an appearance
of the village and school on television, many
people sent money, supplies and aid. The school
s00n became very successful and students were
working hard. The success and publicity of the
venture was its eventual undoing however.
The Chinese government said that the publicity
was making education in China look poor. The
government closed the school and built a more
traditional bricks-and-mortar one nearby.

Flooded and Bombed

Imagine that you woke up tomorrow and found your
entire town centre destroyed; buildings collapsed,
your school in ruins. For many students around the
world this has actually happened. In Haiti, in the 2010
earthquake that devastated the capital of Portau-
Prince, half of the schools were damaged or destroyed.
S0 that the pupils could continue their education in the
aftermath of the quake, charities like Save the Children
and UNICEF set up portable classrooms in tents so
that education could continue. The tents werent
perfect. When it rained they flooded and the children
couldn't attend school or had to be sent home. But
when the weather was fine, education could continue.
An amazing thing on an island that had seen 200,000
people killed in a single day's natural disaster.
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Quarantine, self-isolation, social distancing - the
worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 (also known as
coronavirus) has brought a slew of new words into
our everyday vocabulary and completely changed
the way that many of us go about our lives. The
concept of ‘social distancing has affected almost
every aspect of our daily routines, but what does it
really mean? And how will it help to stop the spread
of a global pandemic?

What is social distancing?

Social distancing simply means avoiding social contact
in person with others as much as possible. In effect,
this means staying at home as much as you can -
avoiding places of work, schools, places of worship
and anywhere else where large groups of people
normally gather together. People can still go outside
for essential reasons, such as buying food or medicine,
but they should do this as infrequently as possible and
always try to keep a distance of at least two metres
from others,

How will it help?

COVID19 is an extremely contagious disease that
spreads between people very easily. The illness is
mainly transmitted through the air, when somebody
Who is infected coughs or sneezes. Because it is new

to humans, people have not yet developed any natural
immunity to COVID-19 and there is currently no cure or
vaccine. As a result, the most effective way to stop the
disease spreading is to avoid face-to-face contact with
other people as far s possible.

Why s it important?

The most important reason for keeping your distance
from other people during  pandemicis to stop medical
services becoming overwhelmed. There are only a
limited number of hospital beds, doctors and nurses
available, so i too many people became ill at the same

time, healthcare providers would be unable to care for
them all. By staying away from others, we can reduce
our chances of becoming infected or passing the
infection on, which will slow the spread of the disease
and keep the number of people who are unwell at a
low enough level for medical services to be able to
treat them effectively.

What is COVID-19?

COVID-19 (short for coronavirus disease 2019,
after the year of its discovery, and commonly
known as coronavirus) is a virus that attacks
the respiratory system, causing a cough, fever
and shortness of breath. The disease was first
identified in December 2019inthe Chinese ity of
Wuhan, and has since spread around the world
Coronavirus is highly infectious and passes from
person to person very quickly: many people can
carry the virus without showing any symptoms,
sothey passitonto others without even knowing
they have it. Most people with COVID-19 feel
mildly unwell, but in a small minority of cases
people will get severely ill and require hospital
treatment. In the worst cases, coronavirus can
be fatal. Those most at risk are the elderly and
people with existing health conditions.
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History or carry a bell to identify themselves and
Although social distancing is a new concept to most allow others to keep away from them. In other
of us, the practice of keeping away from others to places, they were not allowed to enter towns

stop the spread ofllness has a long history. and cities and were forced to live in sealed-off

settlements called leper colonies.
+ Duringthe Middle Ages, adisease called leprosy

was widespread in Europe. Leprosy causes Between 1348 and 1359, the Black Death
sore patches on the skin and deformities of (an outbreak of the bubonic plague) spread
the face, hands and feet. People with leprosy across Europe, killing between 30-60% of the
‘were feared and shunned by society; in many population. The city of Venice required visitors
places they were made to wear special clothes to wait outside the city walls for a period of 40
days. If they did not develop symptoms of the
plague during this time, they were considered
WOMKET + 3 safe to enter the city. The Venetian word for
40 days'(quarentena) is the origin of the word

‘quarantine’.

In 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin,
astronauts on the Apollo 11 mission, became
the first humans to set foot on the Moon. At
the time, it was unknown whether the surface
of the Moon was home to any bacteria or
microbes that could cause new illnesses if
they were accidentally brought back to Earth.
As 2 precaution, once they arrived back home,
the astronauts were placed in a three-week
quarantine in a specially-designed chamber.
Tests on the rock samples that the astronauts
collected soon revealed that the Moon is in

Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins  fact completely feless and there was no risk
and Buzz Aldrin meet US President Richard Nixon
“ihile incide their quarantine chamber. of infection.
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BEYOND EnGLisH

Dark Secrets:
Conspiracy Theories

From the beginning of time, people have kept secrets.
Sometimes, they may be small and insignificant,
but occasionally, they are on a massive scale, involving
thousands, if not millions of people. These are
conspiracy theories.

Conspiracy theorists believe that the official version of
events given to the public is often not the truth: they
think that people in power are lying or covering up
facts, in order to manipulate or control the population.
Conspiracy theories range from being about relatively
small occurrences, to large, world-changing events. Some
people make a living out of investigating conspiracy
theories, writing books and articles about their research
into them.

The key element of a conspiracy theory is that it cannot
be proved. Often, conspiracy theories are outlandish and
sometimes even ridiculous. They lack concrete evidence
‘and are often born out of rumour or speculation.

The Moon Landings
Perhaps the most famous conspiracy theory of all
concerns the moon landings. In 1969, astronauts
Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong landed the spacecraft
Apollo 11 on the moon. Footage and photos from their
mission were broadcast around the world; it was the
first time that man had walked on the moon,

But conspiracy theorists maintain that the moon
landings never actually happened. At the time, America
was involved in the “space race": an unofficial contest
with the USSR (now Russia) to see who could put a
man on the moon first. The theory goes that time
was running out, and America realised they would
never be able to achieve a moon landing, so instead
they hired a studio in Hollywood and faked the whole
thing. Theorists believe that the photographs from
the mission give the game away - the shadows are
wrong, the American flag is waving when there is no
wind, and no stars can be seen in the sky. Of course,
scientists have countered all these points, and no-
‘one has so far been able to explain how the American
government would have been able to keep such a
massive conspiracy under wraps!

A photograph from the Apollo 11 moon landing.
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BEYOND encLish

The Flat Earth

Space seems to be a popular focus for conspiracy
theorists. Another theory which is gaining considerable
traction in the 215t century, is that the earth is not in
fact, round. A surprising number of people are starting
to believe that the earth is a flat circle with the Arcticin
the centre. Around the outside of the circle is a 150ft
wall of ice, which stops people falling off into space.
The basis for this theory seems to be that the earth
looks flat - we can't generally see a curve when we look
at horizon - and therefore it must be flat.

An image showing how flat earth conspiracy theorists view

This theory sits hand-in-hand with the moon landings
conspiracy, as theorists believe the photographs from
the moon landing must be faked, as they show a
spherical earth. Flat earthers believe that NASA s at the
heart of this conspiracy, and is lying to people.

Its not entirely clear what theorists believe motivates
this supposed conspiracy. General distrust of science
is certainly a factor.

The Missing Popstars
The idea that a famous popstar is actually dead and
has been replaced by a clone is a surprisingly tenacious
one. Quite a few singers have fallen foul of this theory,
including Avril Lavigne, a pop star who emerged on the
music scene in 2002 with her album Let It Go. Featuring.
probably her most well-known single, “Complicated”,
Let It Go had a skater-grunge-pop vibe which made
it an instant hit. However, there were rumours that
Lavigne didn't cope well with her new-found fame. She
was 50 overwhelmed by the publicity, the story goes,
that her record company hired a lookalike, an actress
called Melissa, to make appearances as the singer.

It already sounds pretty outlandish, but things were
about to become even more sinister...in 2011, rumours
started circulating on the internet that Lavigne was
no longer Lavigne at all. It was claimed that she had
died in 2003, and been replaced full-time by Melissa.
The reason for this elaborate switch? Some claimed
Lavigne's record company killed her off, others said she
had died in an accident.

Avril Lavigne - or is it Melissa?

As with all conspiracy theories, the evidence was shaky.
at best. Fans compared images of Avril pre- and post-
2003, claiming her jaw line is different, her eyes, her
make-up - even her handwriting! The rumours became
S0 persistent that in 2018 Lavigne responded to them,
saying there was no truth at all behind them. But then,
if sheis really Melissa, fans argued, she would say that.
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Think building bricks, think minifigures, think the
world's most popular construction toy and what
do you imagine? Probably LEGO. It's so famous you
may think it has always been a huge toy business.
But the history of one of the world's most famous
toysis actually quite surprising. It reads like the old
fairy-tale The Elves and the Shoemaker. There's a
carpenter, aworkshop and a failing business.

Beginnings

LEGO's start came in 1916 when the Danish carpenter
Ole Kirk Kristiansen purchased a woodwork workshop
in Billund, a small Danish town. His initial business was
geared towards building houses and furniture but, with
the worldwide Great Depression in the early 1930,
Kristiansen had to rethink his business plan. With his
workshop in danger of closing, Ole Kirk Kristiansen
turned to making a range of toys suitable for young.
children. The toys at this time were nothing like the
LEGO blocks we know today. They included wooden
building blocks with alphabet letters on them, wooden
yo-yos and hand-painted pull-along toys. These were
all manufactured and painted to a very high standard
of quality. When Denmark was occupied by Germany in
1940, the use of metal and rubber in toys was banned
as it was needed for the war effort, the company’s

wooden toys became even more popular as a result.

In1947, after the Second World War had ended, Ole Kirk
purchased a plastic injection-moulding machine from a
British manufacturer. This was a huge investment as
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it cost DKK 30,000 (1/15 of the company's earnings for
the year). Although plastic toys were expensive to
produce, the ability to use plastic technology allowed
for greater detail in the design. Colourful cars, trucks
and tractors became very popular, as did younger
children's plastic rattles.

The LEGO name came about in 1934. Ole Kirk
Kristiansen ran a competition amongst his
workers to find a name for his toy company.
He offered a bottle of wine s a prize but won it
himself when he settled on the name LEGO. The
name came from the shortening of two Danish
words ‘LEg Godt' which means ‘Play Well. The
founder later discovered that lego is also a Latin
verb meaning to assemble’ or ‘to put together.
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Building with Bricks

But what of the most famous LEGO toy of all? What
of the bricks? The first LEGO bricks were produced in
1949. At that time, they were called “Automatic Binding.
Bricks" and, although they had the trademark studs on
the tops, they were hollow and had slits down the sides
for the placement of windows and doors. This range
was renamed and called LEGO Mursten (Bricks)in 1953.

In 1954 Godtfred Kirk Kristiansen (the son of Ole Kirk
Kristiansen) returned from a toy fair in Britain with new
ideas. Discussing toys with a colleague, he realised that
there was no system of play in the to industry. Looking
around the toys produced by his own company, G K
Kristiansen realised that the LEGO brick was probably
the perfecttoy to build into a syste’ The LEGO system
he developed was a creation in which every element
could connect to every other element. He wanted to
create ‘a toy that prepares the child for life, appeals
to the imagination, and develops the creative urge
and joy of creation that are the driving force in every
human being:’

19 billion LEGO bricks are produced worldwide
every year. That's 36,000 every minute!
Information from The LEGO book by Daniel
Lipkowitz.

Asystem for Play?

By 1955, the LEGO System of Play had launched with the
Town Plan range of construction sets. These included
everything children needed to create their own town
centre. There were street boards, people, cars and
building blocks for houses and shops (allin red, white
and blue). The first boards to set the town on were soft
plastic but this changed to wooden fibreboard in 1956.
At this point though the people, trees, signs and cars
were made from pre-molded plastic rather than the
LEGO blocks and mini-figures we find in sets today.

Tools.

One of the things that has made LEGO so appealing to
children and parents has been the ease of construction
with any of its materials. The strict design guidelines
under which LEGO created its first System of Play has
ensured that the system has never been bettered.
Godtfred Kirk Kristiansen had realised that the bricks
needed to lock together as firmly as possible to create
solid and stable models. The company then spent
several years developing different ways to improve on
the brick's initial ‘clutch power. By adding tubes to the
underside of the initially hollow design, the company
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