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Sony Walkman



Reading
           
1. According to the newspaper report, what is the main reason why Sony Walkman is set to step 

out on its own?

a.  It has become an old fashioned device.
b.  Sony needs to concentrate on other devices in order to increase its profits.
c.  Sony has designed a new Walkman.
d.  Listeners prefer listening to music on a Walkman.

 This is a multiple choice question which asks you to choose the best fit meaning for a word or 
statement based on its use in this passage.

2.  What can you deduce from the figures in the red and blue diagrams which show the 
developments in Sony’s business dealings in the last 30 years?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

3. The author of this article refers to the Sony Walkman as a ‘symbol of the technological 
revolution’. What is he inferring by using this description?

a.  It is the strength of Sony’s technological inventions.
b.  It was the best innovation that Sony ever produced.
c.  It was an icon of the changes in technology.
d. It was a device that everyone wanted to own.

 This is a multiple choice question which asks you to choose the best fit meaning for a word or 
statement based on its use in this passage.

4.  How is Sony trying to win back listeners to listen to music on a Walkman?

 This is a retrieval question which asks you to find and convey information.

 ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

5.  In your own words, describe what problems Sony is facing in its attempts to convince users to 
convert to the Walkman.

 This question asks you explain your understanding of part of a text by rewriting carefully the ideas 
using your own words, phrasing and interpreting it in your own way.

 ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Writing

6. In pairs, design a leaflet for older readers which describes the technological devices which are 
available to them and the benefits of using them in daily life.

• Have a good awareness of your audience (the over 60s);
• Ensure that you describe the devices in detail;
• Outline the benefits of the devices.

Oracy

7.  You have been asked to give a talk to an older audience about the benefits of using a laptop/ 
iPad/iPhone. In your talk you will be expected to introduce a rather nervous audience to a 
modern device.

• Ensure that you have a clear awareness of your audience;
• Choose one of the above devices and explain clearly why the device is useful;
• Aim to explain clearly how the device is used and try to instil confidence in your 

audience.



8.  In a small group, discuss the problems facing young people because of the use of social media.

• Look carefully at the benefits of using social media;
• Think sensibly about the possible dangers of using Facebook, Twitter, etc.;
• What steps should parents, schools and politicians take to ensure that young people 

can safely use social media?


