
CONTENT & STYLE 
Mood – the atmosphere of a text and 
the feelings that it gives the reader 

Narrator – the speaker or person who is 
the voice in the text - their views and 
experiences may be those of the poet, 
but this is not always the case 

- First person: I, me, my (told from 
the narrator’s own view – which 
may or may not be the same as 
the writer) 

- Second person: you, we, us (often 
used persuasively) 

- Third person: he, she, they (told by 
an omnipresent voice looking 
down on the action) 

Tone – the attitude of the text, for 
example, serious, humorous or 
sarcastic 

METAPHORS 
Imagery – descriptive language used to 
create a particular picture, feeling or 
mood in the mind of the reader 

Metaphor – an image used to create a 
particular picture, feeling or mood in 
the reader's imagination e.g. 'his face 
was burning' suggests he is 
embarrassed or angry 

Anthropomorphism – treating animals 
like humans, e.g. From The Eagle, He 
clasps the crag with crooked hands 

Zoomorphism – treating humans and 
objects like animals, e.g. When TYBALT 
asks MERCUTIO what he wants, he 
replies ‘Good King of Cats, nothing but 
one of your nine lives’ 

Simile - the direct comparison of one 
thing to another, usually using the 
words 'as' or 'like' e.g. 'as light as a 
feather' suggests that the object being 
talked about is very light 

Personification - where an animal, 
object or idea is described as though it 
is a person, to help the thing 'come to 
life' e.g. 'death was knocking at his 
door' suggests death is actually 
standing outside, ready to take his life 

Pathetic fallacy - where the weather or 
the environment are used to create a 
mood e.g. ‘the wind was all speedy feet, 
all horns and breath’ presents the wind 
like some sort of creature, perhaps even 
a monster 

SOUNDS 
Alliteration – a series of words which 
start with the same sound, often to 
emphasise the words or their sounds 
e.g. ‘fouls are fixed with feathers 
turned’ 

Onomatopoeia – a word that sounds 
like what it is describing, e.g. ‘adding to 
clouds more clouds with his deep sighs’ 

SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY 
[YOUR TEXT HERE]  

OPINIONS – the writer’s own beliefs 
direct the reader – opinions made to 
sound like facts are more persuasive 
e.g. no one can deny this is wrong 

REPETITION – words or phrases 
repeated for emphasis – especially at 
different points to drive a message 
home 

– part of the sentence that doesn’t 
make sense on its own 
 

Clause – part of a sentence which can 
be a main or subordinate 
 

Fragment – a stand-alone word or 
phrase that is not a sentence  
 

Paragraph – a section of the text 
focused on a single theme or topic 

Lists – to emphasise a point or provide 
a range of connotations 
 

Repetition – repeating words/phrases  
 

Foreshadowing – clues about things to 
come later in the text 
 

Contrast – using contrasting imagery to 
emphasise difference (e.g. light and 
dark) 
 

 

POETIC STRUCTURE 
Form – the type of poem and how it fits 
into the conventions of that type:  

- Elegy – a sad and thoughtful poem 
about the death of a person 

- Sonnet – 14 line poems often about 
nature or love which pose an idea in 
the quatrains or octave, and then 
conclude 

-  

-  

conclude in the couplet or sestet 

- English (or Shakespearean) Sonnet –  
use 3 quatrains and couplets with the 
rhyming pattern: ABAB CDCD EFEF 
GG. These often depict nature or love 

- Italian (or Petrarchan) Sonnet – use an 
octave and sestet with the rhyming 
pattern ABBAABBA CDECDE 

Cohesion – repeating key words or ideas 
in a text to remind the reader of the topic 
or focus; synonyms can help develop a 
more in depth understanding – most 
structural techniques improve cohesion 

Allegory – a story, poem, or image that 
can be interpreted to reveal hidden 
meaning, typically moral or political  

Allusion – an expression designed to 
call something to mind without 
mentioning it explicitly; an indirect or 
passing reference, e.g. it’s just one of 
those things 

Ambiguity – words, phrases or 
statements which have more than one 
meaning 

Irony – a figure of speech in which 
words are used in such a way that their 
intended meaning is different to the 
actual meaning of the words, e.g. 
Lennie Small is a giant of a man  

Dramatic irony – generally in plays 
where the audience knows more than a 
character on the stage, e.g. where 
Romeo doesn’t know Juliet is a Capulet 

Extended metaphor – where a series of 
metaphors are used which have an 
overall theme and build a picture over 
an extended period through sentences 
or paragraphs e.g. Juliet being 
compared to fire and sun at various 
points in the play which imply she is 
bright, but also dangerous 

Oxymoron – a figure of speech that 
juxtaposes elements that appear to be 
contradictory, but which contain a 
concealed point, e.g. ‘O brawling love, 
O loving hate’ 

SOUNDS 
Assonance – repetition of vowel sounds 
in a series of words 

Sibilance – the repetition of ‘s’ sounds 
in a series of words which could be 
anywhere in the word 

 

 

Enjambment – where the end of a line 
continues on to the next without 
punctuation, usually to emphasise 
something at the end of the line or the 
beginning of the next 

 

  

Noun phrase – a group of words which 
act collectively as a noun e.g. he was 
Sherlock Holmes’ only friend 

Adjectival phrase - describes a noun, 
giving extra information about it e.g. a 
tidy room, an exciting adventure, a 
green apple  

Adverbial phrase - used to give 
information about a verb, adjective, or 
other adverb. They make the meaning 
of a verb, adjective, or other adverb 
stronger or weaker, and often appear 
between the subject and its verb e.g. 
she nearly lost everything 

Preposition - words such as after, in, to, 
on, and with. Usually used in front of 
nouns or pronouns and they show the 
relationship between the noun or 
pronoun and other words in a 
sentence. They describe the position, 
time or the manner in which  
something is done 

Determiner - introduces a noun, such as 
a/an, the, every, this, those, or many (as 
in a dog, the dog, this dog, those dogs, 
every dog, many dogs)  

- The determiner the is sometimes 
known as the definite article and 
refers to a specific thing 

- The determiner a (or an) is known as 
the indefinite article and always 
refers to something which is not 
specific 

Conditional sentences - statements 
discussing known factors or 
hypothetical situations and their 
consequences (If… then; When… it) 

Superlative – a word which expresses 
the best quality of something 
 

Antithesis – joins two ideas together in 
comparison or contrast e.g. to err is 
human, to forgive divine 

First person – makes the speech 
personal, appealing to the reader 

AFORESTER TECHNIQUES 
ALLITERATION – a series of words which 
start with the same sound, emphasising 
meanings or sound e.g. ‘From forth the 
fatal loins of these two foes’ 

FACTS – anything which can be proved 
to be true – surprising or shocking facts 
could have an emotional impact 

 
Noun - a word that identifies: 
- a person (girl, engineer, friend) 
- a thing (horse, wall, country) 
- an idea, quality, or state (anger, 
courage, life, luckiness) 
  

Verb - describes what a person or thing 
does or what happens. Verbs describe: 
- an action – jump, stop, explore 
- an event – snow, happen 
- a situation – be, seem, have 
- a change – evolve, shrink, widen 
  

Adjective - describes a noun, giving 
extra information about it. For 
example: a tidy room, an exciting 
adventure, a green apple  
 

Adverb - used to give information about 
a verb, adjective, or other adverb. They 
make the meaning of a verb, adjective, 
or other adverb stronger or weaker, 
and often appear between the subject 
and its verb (She nearly lost everything.) 
  

Pronoun - used in place of a noun that 
has already been mentioned, often to 
avoid repeating the noun. For example: 
Laura left early because she was tired. 
That is the only option left. Something 
will have to change. 
 

Personal pronoun - used in place of 
nouns referring to specific people or 
things. For example: I, me, mine, you, 
yours, his, her, hers, we, they, or them  
   

Conjunction – (or connective) words 
such as and, because, but, for, if, or, and 
when. Conjunctions are used to 
connect phrases, clauses, and 
sentences. The two main kinds are 
known as coordinating conjunctions 
and subordinating conjunctions 
   

Exclamation – (or interjection) shows 
strong emotions, such as surprise, 
pleasure, or anger - often stand on their 
own and have an exclamation mark 
 

Imperative – a command, often with an 
exclamation mark 
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provoke an emotional response e.g. 
This cruel slaughter must stop before 
innocent children become monsters 

STATISTICS – numbers can be very 
powerful – especially if you can relate it 
to the audience themselves e.g. 75% 
means that 3 in 4 people will suffer… 

are you going to be the lucky one? 

THREES (RULE OF) – a list of 3 related 
ideas providing different connotations 
to an idea e.g. cruel, unjust and evil 

EMBRACE THE READER – directly 
addressing the audience using second 
person to involve them e.g. you, we, us  

 

RHETORICAL QUESTION – a question 
which forces the reader to think, often 
in a specific way directed by the writer 
e.g. Is this right? Is this fair? Is this 
acceptable? 
 

Register – the level of formality 
employed by the writer: 
 

- Standard English – the form of 
English used in most formal 
situations 
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TEXTUAL STRUCTURE 
Simple sentence often a short sentence 
which contains a noun and verb 
 

Compound sentence simple sentences 
joined with a connective which would 
make sense as sentences on their own 
 

Complex sentence – a sentence which 
contains a main and subordinate clause 

SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY 
[YOUR TEXT HERE] 

Stanza – a ‘paragraph’ in poetry, a 
group of lines organized into a verse 

Rhyme – where the ends of words have 
similar sounds, usually to link the words 
e.g. ‘this is the end, my only friend’ 

Rhyming couplets – pairs of lines with 
end rhymes, suggesting harmony and 
togetherness, often romance 

 

 

Adverb - used to give information about 
a verb, adjective, or other adverb. They 
make the meaning of a verb, adjective, 
or other adverb stronger or weaker, 
and often appear between the subject 
and its verb (She nearly lost everything.) 
  

Pronoun - used in place of a noun that  
 

Semantic field – using words which fit into a 
specific area or field e.g. words like doctor, 
patient, operation in a hospital setting 
 

Juxtaposition – the positioning of two things 
(often contrasting) next to each other for 
deliberate effect 
Anaphora – repeating the structure of a 
sentence for deliberate effect 
Bathos – an anti-climax which builds tension 
for dramatic effect and then descends into 
the trivial or ridiculous 

English used in most formal 
situations 

- Non-standard English – colloquial 
English used in informal situations 
like everyday speech 

Strong voice – a speech is persuasive – 
you must show that you are strong 
and know what you are doing! See 
TONE for ideas about voice… 

 

households, both alike in dignity  

- Iambic tetrameter – (low verse used by  
odd, even mad characters): 8 syllables 
made up of 4 iambs: a pairing of an 
unstressed syllable followed by a stressed 
syllable, e.g. Hubble bubble, toil and 
trouble 

 

- Blank verse – used for commoners where 
there is no rhythm or iambic structure to 
the line and looks more like prose 
 

Caesura – where a strong pause is used in the 
within a line 

Meter – describes the rhythm that the words 
establish in that line, which is measured in 
small groups of syllables called "feet". 
 

- Iambic pentameter – (high verse often 
used by powerful or important 
characters): 10 syllables made up of 5 
iambs: a pairing of an unstressed syllable 
followed by a stressed syllable, e.g. Two 
households, both alike in dignity 

 

Second person – targets the reader or 
listener directly, involving them in the text 

Third person – distances the subject from the 
text, excluding them from the topic, e.g. He 
must  not be allowed to continue… 

Short sentences – short sentences are blunt – 
they make the speaker seem strong 

Threaten action – often used to conclude a 
speech and stirs the audience to action – 
makes the speaker seem strong 

a 'period of economic adjustment’ 

Hyperbole - exaggerates points and can 
be used to mock opposing opinions, as a 
shock tactic, or to play on people’s fears 
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Resentful 
(bitter, angry) 
Cautious 
Tolerant 
Impatient 
Outraged 

Inclusive and exclusive language – inclusive 
language such as 'we', 'our', 'us', and exclusive 
language such as 'them' creates a sense of 
solidarity or responsibility, e.g.  'People like 
you and me don't want to see this happen' 

Generalisations – sweeping statements about 
a whole group, based on only one or two 
members 

Jargon – specialised terms that persuade the 
audience that they are an expert, e.g. When 
announcing a recession a politician may call it 
'period of economic adjustment’ 
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