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A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Character of Puck 
Puck is a very naughty Sprite. He is the servant of Oberon, King of Fairies. 

[Beginning of Act 2, Scene 1]


Fairy 

Either I mistake your shape and making quite,
Or else you are that shrewd and knavish sprite
Call'd Robin Goodfellow: are not you he
That frights the maidens of the villagery;
Skim milk, and sometimes labour in the quern
And bootless make the breathless housewife churn;
And sometime make the drink to bear no barm;
Mislead night-wanderers, laughing at their harm?
Those that Hobgoblin call you and sweet Puck,
You do their work, and they shall have good luck:
Are not you he?
PUCK 

Thou speak'st aright;
I am that merry wanderer of the night.
I jest to Oberon and make him smile
When I a fat and bean-fed horse beguile,
Neighing in likeness of a filly foal:
And sometime lurk I in a gossip's bowl,
In very likeness of a roasted crab,
And when she drinks, against her lips I bob
And on her wither'd dewlap pour the ale.
The wisest aunt, telling the saddest tale,
Sometime for three-foot stool mistaketh me;
Then slip I from her bum, down topples she,
And 'tailor' cries, and falls into a cough;
And then the whole quire hold their hips and laugh,
And waxen in their mirth and neeze and swear
A merrier hour was never wasted there.
But, room, fairy! here comes Oberon.

Fairy 

And here my mistress. Would that he were gone!

Context and vocabulary:

Have a look at the passage below.  We’re going to have a go at constructing our own view of Puck, written in our own words. First we need to work out what all the words mean... 

Oberon's jester and servant, Puck is a powerful supernatural creature, capable of circling the globe in 40 minutes or of enshrouding unsuspecting mortals in a deep fog. Also known as Robin Goodfellow, Puck would have been familiar to a sixteenth-century English audience, who would have recognized him as a common household spirit also often associated with travelers. However, he's also a "puck," an elf or goblin that enjoys playing practical jokes on mortals. Although he is more mischievous than malevolent, Puck reminds us that the fairy world is not all goodness and generosity.

Here, a fairy recognisees Puck and he admits some of the naughty tricks he is famous for playing. Read the conversation between the fairy and Puck. 





Write a list of all of Puck’s tricks in your book. The list has been started for you below;





Frights the maidens (girls) in the village


 


 


 


 





When you have completed your list you can illustrate some of Puck’s tricks, be creative. 


For each – add the relevant quotation.





Challenge:  Write a paragraph about what you think of Puck from this extract. Include quotations from your list.





What do you 














