Helena talks about Demetrius
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Read the speech below where Helena is talking to Hermia about Demetrius.Glossary
Your fair – your beauty
Lodestars – guiding stars
Favour – good looks
Bated – expected
Translated - transformed
HELENA
Call you me “fair”? That “fair” again unsay.
Demetrius loves your fair. O happy fair!
Your eyes are lodestars, and your tongue’s sweet air
More tunable than lark to shepherd’s ear
When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds appear.
Sickness is catching. Oh, were favour so,
Yours would I catch, fair Hermia, ere I go.
My ear should catch your voice. My eye, your eye.
My tongue should catch your tongue’s sweet melody.
Were the world mine, Demetrius being bated,
The rest I’d give to be to you translated.
O, teach me how you look and with what art
You sway the motion of Demetrius' heart.
HERMIA
I frown upon him, yet he loves me still.
HELENA
Oh, that your frowns would teach my smiles such skill!
HERMIA
I give him curses, yet he gives me love.
HELENA
Oh, that my prayers could such affection move!
HERMIA
The more I hate, the more he follows me.
HELENA
The more I love, the more he hateth me.
HERMIA
His folly, Helena, is no fault of mine.
HELENA
None, but your beauty. Would that fault were mine!




Task one: In your books draw a stick woman and label her with all the attributes (physical characteristics) that Helena wants – these are all listed in Helena’s speech
eyes are like stars
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Helena 

Task two: Write a personal ad on Helena’s behalf looking for her ideal man. How would she describe herself? Remember she wants to be more like Hermia. 

Below are examples of personal adverts wish you may like to follow
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Alfrica, speaker will reside in Berkley Square,

UPRIGHT YOUNG LADY
LOOKING FOR
A WARM HEARTH

Single female with good education, moral fibre
and unbending principles. Patient and sedate.
Seeking a kind, gentle partner; clergyman
preferred. Favourite pastime — reading and
correspondence,

Honourable gentlemen only need reply to
Miss ¥. Price, Mansfleld Park, Northamptonshire
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dramatic reader with air and countenance.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMAN
WAITING FOR RIGHT WOMAN

Recently ordained clergyman seeks a young woman
of good sense and sweet temper. Lively brunette
preferred, but may be willing to compromise in
favour of moral rectitude. Can offer a comfortable
living in a country parsonage as second son of a
family of consequence. Favourite pastime — end-
less conversation.

Please reply to Mr. Edmund Bertram, Mansfield
Park
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