Death of a Naturalist – analysis sheet
	Attitudes
1. What is Heaney’s attitude to nature in stanza 1?

2. What is his attitude in stanza 2?

3. What has made him change his view of nature?

4. What has ‘died’ in the poem?


	Language – give quotes
1. How does Heaney convey a childish love of nature?
2. How does the military imagery reflect Heaney’s feelings?

3. How does Heaney use onomatopoeia to convey his feelings?

4. There is unpleasant imagery in both stanzas but how does the 2nd convey a threat?



	Structure
1. What does the contrast between first and second section show about his attitudes to nature?

2. Which quotes best illustrates the turning point in his attitude and why?

3. Why is the second section so much shorter?

4. Some of the imagery is similar in stanza 1+2 – find examples and say how this similar imagery actually has a different tone to it.


	Wider meaning

1. How might the poem be about growing up?

2. How might the poem represent Heaney’s way of showing he is not a country person at heart?

3. Is the poem serious or comic?

4. In relation to the ‘mammy’ and ‘daddy frogs’ quotes, is Heaney commenting on how parents bring children up?




