Children as young as seven accused of violent 'crime' on parents
Police figures show a surge in the number of under-18s treated as "suspects" in violent crimes against their parents, with offences including assault, robbery and sex attacks

By David Barrett, Home Affairs Correspondent

Children as young as seven are being investigated by police for violent “crimes” against their parents, The Daily Telegraph can disclose.
Data from Britain’s largest police force showed a 61 per cent increase over just two years in the number of under-18s treated as suspects in acts of violence against their mother or father.
The youngest suspect was aged just seven, the Metropolitan Police figures showed, but like all other children under 10 the suspect would not have been charged or prosecuted because they were below the age of criminal responsibility.
A Scotland Yard spokesman said he was unable to reveal further details of the alleged violent offence involving the seven-year-old.
However, a separate set of figures from another force showed how children as young as four were investigated by police for crimes including assaults and sexual offences.
Cambridgeshire Police said 54 under-10s were alleged to have committed crimes last year, including six children aged eight or nine accused of rapes.
It comes just two months after a police watchdog said officers were having to arrest children over petty disagreements because some parents were too weak to discipline their offspring.
The Metropolitan Police figures showed 1,417 children under 18 were treated as suspects in violent crimes against parents in 2014, up from just 895 in 2012.
It included one child accused of murder, nine of robbery and more than 1,300 of assaults.
There were also nine children accused of robbery, 44 of harassment and two of possessing an offensive weapon.
The total also included four children treated as suspects in rapes and seven of other sexual assaults.
Of the total number treated as suspects, only 253 were charged or prosecuted.
In March an official report by the Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary revealed one police force took a young girl into custody after a fight with her sister over the television remote control.
The watchdog said “arrest policies and targets” on domestic violence were leading to “unnecessary” detentions of children.
The report said: “Police officers we spoke to told us that they were called frequently to deal with incidents where parents or children’s homes could not cope with a child’s disruptive behaviour and sought to use the police as a way to discipline children.”
In the figures from Cambridgeshire police - which covered all types of crime not just those in which parents were the victim - a four-year-old was investigated for “criminal damage to a building” and a five-year-old was looked into for another unspecified type of criminal damage last year.
They also showed two boys aged six and seven were investigated for “arson endangering life” in 2009 and an eight-year-old was the subject of a police inquiry for exposure in the same year.
In a separate development, it has emerged how police officers turned up in a quiet cul-de-sac after neighbours complained about a four-year-boy and his six-year-old sister making noise as they played in the street.
Uniformed officers spent 45 minutes talking to the parents of Tom Corden and his sister Zara, who had been having fun on a go-kart and a scooter outside their home in Belper, Derbys.
Police left after establishing the youngsters were not committing anti-social behaviour but “just being kids”, said their mother, Andree, 45.
"My son was scared to go back outside and play because he felt like he had done something wrong,” she added.
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THOMAS JMITCHEL,

A Boy 12 vears of age, who was tried on five different Indictments, and condemned
. 1o die at the Old Bailey, last Sessions.
With hotror we attempt to relate the | of several murders and rohberies. We hope

progress of evil, generally prevailing | the dreadful example of this youth may
among children through the ‘corrupt ex- | prove a lasting warningto the world.

amples of wicked parents ; though we are
constrained to admit that many children
through bad company, wickedly follow
the dictates of their own will, and often
bring the hoary heads of honest parents
with sorrow to the grave The horrors of
a guilty conscience must be experienced,
while their childrens’ crimes cry to heaven
for vengeance against such wretched pa-
rents as those which belonged to Thomas
Mitchel. After eloping from their native
place, they took obscure lodgings in East
Smithfield, where they harboured the
vilest characters, and wickedly encouraged

- Thomas, their only son, in lying, stealing
and every thing that was wicked.

At the age of seven, the parish humane-
1y bound him appreatice, but his wicked-
ness soon caused his master to discharge
him ; he was next put to a chimney-sweep-
er in the Borough, who soon repented
having taken him, for he plundered every
Pplace he was sent to work at, for which
correction and imprisonment ensued, His
master being an honest man brought him
back with some property he had stolen,
which obtained his pardon, and saved him
from transportation. Lastly his parents
made him desert his master, and bound
him to a gang of thieves who sent him
down 2 jeweller's chimpey, in Swallow-
street, where he artfully nnbolted the shop
window, out of which bis companions cut
a pane of glass and he banded 2 consider-
able quaniity of articles to them, but the
noise he made alarmed the family, and he
was taken into custody, but the others
escaped.

He was {ried at the ©1d Bailey Sessions,
found guilty and sentenced to die, in the
12th year of his age. After his sentence,
theconfession he made struck those aronnd
him. with horror, stating the particulars
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A COPY OF VERSES.
Give ear ye tender mothers dear,
And when this tale you read,

Of a litfle boy but twelve years old,
’Twill make your hearts to bleed.
Condemued of late for shocking erime,

Through his parents’ deeds you see,
You'd weep aud cry to see him die,
Upon the gailows tree.

When he was sentenced at the bar,
The court was drown’d in tears,

To see a child so soon cut off,
All in his inF:Lnt years.

His mother mad with piercing eries,
Tearing her hair she went,

In bedlam’s cliains she now remains,
And his father to prison is sent.

The heardest heart would melt with grief,
To hear this boy’s sad moan,

At the bar he begg’d and prayed for life,
When his sentence was made known .
To pick pockets at fairs, he then declared,

His father made him comply,
To jein a cruel mob, to murder and rob,
For which he is forced to die.

What must such wretched parents think,
‘Who train their children so,

Wihio lead their offspring to the brink,
Of everlasting woe,

Their hearts must be as hard as steel,
And deaf io nature’s cries,

To plunge their children in such guilt,
And hear their piercing cries.

Be warn’d my little children dear,
By this poor boy’s downfall,

Keep from dishonest courses clear,
And God will bless you all.

O think on this poor little boy,
Lament this woeful state,

Condemned to die on gallows high,
How dreadful is his fate.

Horsen, Printer, London,
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